of Pathologic Basis of Disease. Both the new title and the text reflected increasing emphasis on disease mechanisms. Few successful authors would have taken such a risk, but Robbins had a visceral sense and deep conviction that pathology without pathogenesis was sterile and that the time had come to proclaim this in the title of the book. Thus, a greatly expanded Pathologic Basis of Disease was first published in 1974, and is now entering into its seventh edition as Robbins' Pathologic Basis of Disease (2004) . It is fair to say that every American physician trained in the last four decades of the 20th century can mark their education by which edition of Robbins they read. For me, it was the second edition for medical school, and the third edition for pathology residency. To quote from the preface to the first edition, this textbook delves into the 'whys' and 'wherefores' of disease, not just the 'whats'. As a result, Robbins explains the mechanisms that underlie clinical illness, so that the connection between pathology and the care of patients is immediately tangible. His other book, Basic Pathology (affectionately called 'Baby Robbins') was born in 1971 in response to the need for a more concise text that focused on the 'core' pathology curriculum. Together, the two texts have been translated into more than 13 languages, including (the likes of) Serbian, Chinese, Turkish, and Indonesian! Dr Robbins also was a consummate editor, holding a growing number of coauthors and contributors to his high standards. For my verbose style, one of his axioms was, 'There is no sentence two words or longer that cannot be simplified and shortened.' His office also exemplified efficient scholarship. Filing cabinets would grow to bursting over a 3-year period, and upon publication of each new edition of Robbins, the cabinets would be emptied to fill anew with the breadth of medical knowledge for the following edition. During his long career, Dr Robbins also made key contributions in research, helping to develop the frog pregnancy test. This became the standard test for pregnancy worldwide before the advent of the rabbit pregnancy test. He also conducted early research into coronary artery disease. Dr Robbins is a recipient of the United States and Canadian Academy of Pathology 1991 Distinguished Pathologist Award and in 1992, the Gold Headed Cane Award of the American Society of Investigative Pathology.
We will treasure his memory.
